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EARSSEARSS

InternationalInternational initiativeinitiative foundedfounded byby
DG SANCO of DG SANCO of thethe EuropeanEuropean
CommissionCommission and and thethe DutchDutch MinistryMinistry
forfor HealthHealth WelfareWelfare and and SportsSports
EARSS EARSS maintainsmaintains comprehensivecomprehensive
surveillancesurveillance and and informationinformation systemsystem
linkinglinking nationalnational networksnetworks



EARSSEARSS

ProvidesProvides comparablecomparable and and validatedvalidated
datadata on on thethe prevalenceprevalence of major of major 
invasiveinvasive bacteriabacteria
EARSS EARSS collectscollects routinelyroutinely generatedgenerated
antimicrobialantimicrobial susceptibilitysusceptibility datadata
ProvidesProvides spatialspatial trend trend analysesanalyses
MakesMakes upup--toto--date date feedbackfeedback on on 
websitewebsite



EARSSEARSS

CollectsCollects datadata aboutabout E.E.colicoli, , S.S.aureusaureus, , 
S.S.pneumoniaepneumoniae, , E.E.faeciumfaecium, , E.E.faecalisfaecalis
and and fromfrom 2005 2005 alsoalso P.P.aeruginosaaeruginosa and and 
K.K.pneumoniaepneumoniae



EARSSEARSS

StartedStarted withwith 14 14 countriescountries in 1999in 1999
In 2004 In 2004 itit hashas 800 800 laboratorieslaboratories fromfrom
1200 1200 hospitalshospitals in 30 in 30 EuropeanEuropean
countriescountries
OverallOverall catchmentcatchment populationpopulation is is overover
100 100 millionmillion inhabitantsinhabitants of Europe of Europe 
((nationalnational coveragecoverage ratesrates are are betweenbetween
20 and 100%20 and 100%



EARSSEARSS

ExternalExternal QA (UKQA (UK--NEQAS): NEQAS): overalloverall
concordanceconcordance of of susceptibilitysusceptibility resultsresults
waswas of of sufficientsufficient qualityquality



EARSS EARSS -- CROATIACROATIA
Croatia Croatia hashas startedstarted in 2001in 2001
1515--17 17 laboratorieslaboratories outout of 30 in Croatia of 30 in Croatia 
participateparticipate
CatchmentCatchment populationpopulation is 80%is 80%
AddedAdded valuevalue: : 
-- EQA, EQA, veryvery goodgood resultsresults ((everyevery yearyear betterbetter))
-- enhancedenhanced awarenessawareness to to hospitalhospital bacteremiabacteremia
in in participatingparticipating hospitalshospitals
-- we we cancan comparecompare our our resistanceresistance ratesrates withwith
thethe ratesrates of of otherother EuropeanEuropean countriescountries



MRSA, EARSS, blood isolates


